
 

 
Fringe Application Worksheet: 
To support artists during the application process, we’ve created this Fringe 
Application Worksheet to help you draft and refine your responses in advance 
of submitting the official online form. Please note that the BorderLight Fringe 
Festival online application must be completed in one sitting, as partial progress 
cannot be saved. 

How to use this worksheet:  

●​ Make an editable copy: File → Make a copy to edit in Google Docs. 
●​ Download as Word: File → Download → Microsoft Word to work offline. 
●​ Download as PDF: File → Download → PDF Document to fill digitally 
●​ Print by hand: File → Print to write your answers manually. 

Before you begin, we strongly encourage you to review our 2026 Fringe 
Application Handbook, which provides important background information and 
guidance to make the application process smoother. 

The Fringe application requires a $30 submission fee. This fee helps cover the 
staff time and resources needed to run a fair, months-long review process and to 
promote the opportunity widely. Your contribution ensures we can give every 
application the time and care it deserves, keeping the process transparent and 
accessible while opening doors for more artists to be seen. 
 
Please make your payment here. You will need to attach your Stripe payment 
receipt to begin your online application.  
 
 

 
Submission Deadline: January 16, 2026 

 
 

Scroll down to start the Worksheet! 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/17cn2DFFaQOQshfqRT4JZw2Vm8ZrZd9jO/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17cn2DFFaQOQshfqRT4JZw2Vm8ZrZd9jO/edit
https://buy.stripe.com/14A9AT4QFgcW97j5M59MY0x


 
FRINGE APPLICATION WORKSHEET  

Please fill out before attempting your online application  
 
Application to be completed by Primary Contact. Attach Support Materials as PDF, JPEG, 
PNG. Fields with * are Required.   
 
Payment Confirmation  

●​ Attach receipt or screenshot of receipt* 
●​ Enter email address associated with Stripe Payment* 

 
Applicant Information 

●​ Title of Show* 
●​ Producing Company and / or Primary Contact Name* (as it would appear in festival 

program) 
●​ Primary Contact (Legal First and Last Name)* 
●​ Preferred Name* 
●​ Pronouns  
●​ Email for Primary Contact* 
●​ Phone Number for Primary Contact* 
●​ Street Address for Primary Contact* 
●​ State* 
●​ City*  
●​ ZIP/Postal Code*  
●​ Country*  

 
Residency Status of Primary Contact* (Select from a dropdown list) 
The Producing Company/Artist is responsible for arranging all necessary visas and work permits. 
International Artists: click here for more information about applying. 

●​ US citizen or Green Card Holder 
●​ Not a US citizen, nor a permanent resident 

 
 
How did you learn about the BorderLight Call for Artists?* (Select from a dropdown list) 
 
 
Is this an original work?*  (YES or NO) 
 
 
Do you have the necessary rights to produce this show at the 2026 BorderLight Festival?* 
(YES or NO) 

 
 

Language(s) of presentation (if not English): (Specify language here) 
2 
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Run Time (in minutes)*: (Select from a dropdown list) 
 

NOTE: The recommended length for performances, masterclasses and workshops is between 
30 and 60 minutes. We also welcome short-form pieces, pop-up performances, site-specific 
work, ranging from 5 to 29 minutes in length.  
 
THE TIME YOU SELECT CANNOT BE EXTENDED AFTER A SLOT IS OFFERED.  
 

 
 
Genre / Category*  
Genres are used for Panelists to best understand the content of each proposal. If accepted, 
these selections will be used for marketing purposes. (Select up to 5 identifying genres from the 
dropdown list) 

●​ Acrobatics / Aerial Acrobatics 
●​ BIPOC  
●​ Burlesque 
●​ Cabaret 
●​ Children/Youth Theatre 
●​ Circus 
●​ Dance / Dance Theatre  
●​ Immersive 
●​ Improvisation 
●​ Interactive 
●​ LGBTQ+ 
●​ Magic 
●​ Masterclass  
●​ Multimedia 
●​ Musical 
●​ Opera 
●​ Performance Art 
●​ Physical Theatre 
●​ Play (Scripted and Staged) 
●​ Puppetry 
●​ Site-specific work  
●​ Spoken-word  
●​ Staged Reading (Only Music Stands and Chairs will be Provided) 
●​ Stand-up Comedy 
●​ Storytelling  
●​ Visual Installation 
●​ Workshop 
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What is the recommended age guidance for the show?* (Select which best applies from the 
dropdown list)  

●​ All Ages  
●​ Good for young kids (5 and younger)  
●​ Good for kids (6 to 13)  
●​ Ages 14+ 
●​ Ages 18+ 

 
 
Fringe Jr. Opt-In: Would you like your show to be considered for Fringe Jr.?* (YES or NO) 

 
Fringe Jr. is a curated slate of shows designed for younger audiences and families. These 
performances feature imaginative storytelling and creative artistry across genres, with 
clearly stated age recommendations (e.g., all ages, 8–13, or 14+) and content advisories 
to help families make informed choices. 
 
If your show is intended for kids, teens, or families — and you'd like it to be considered 
part of the Fringe Jr. lineup — you can opt in here. Participation is optional, especially for 
shows aimed at older teens that may include more mature themes. 

 

Please indicate your TICKETING preference.* (Select One) 

While we will do our best to accommodate requests, all final determinations regarding 
ticketing and format  rest with the festival staff in order to ensure the overall sustainability 
of the festival. Street performances, pop-up shows, and similar activations are typically 
non-ticketed and scheduled outdoors on Playhouse Square Plaza or other public areas 
within the festival footprint. 

●​ As a Free Event (compensated by a flat fee), or 
●​ As a Ticketed Event through the BorderLight box office (with a 60/40 revenue split).​

 
 
Short Show Description* (Text Box: between 25-200 characters) Provide a clear and engaging 
summary of your show, including the plot or main concept. This exact text is what will be 
featured on our website and festival guide. This is a marketing tool for you to sell your show. 
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Content Warnings*  (Select all that apply) 

●​ Strobe Lighting 
●​ Complete Blackout / Total Darkness 
●​ Loud, Unexpected Sounds / Noises 
●​ Simulated Gunshot 
●​ Strong Language / Profanity 
●​ Mature Content (Alcohol, Drugs, Sex/Nudity, Violence) 
●​ Mental Health & Trauma (Abuse, Suicide, Self-Harm, Mental Illness) 
●​ Discrimination or Prejudice 
●​ None 

 
Preferred Audience Configuration*​
​  Which seating arrangement(s) would work for your show? (Select all that apply) 

●​ In the round (audience on all sides) 
●​ Thrust (audience on three sides) 
●​ End-on / Proscenium (audience on one side) 

 
 
My production would be best served a space that has*: (Select one or more options) 

●​ Less than 25 seats (Intimate) 
●​ Between 25 and 40 seats (Small) 
●​ Between 40 and 60 seats (Medium) 
●​ Between 60 and 75 (Midsize) 

 
 

Is your show Site Specific?* (YES or NO) 
Do you wish to present your show in a space OUTSIDE of the traditional BorderLight 
venues, spaces and stages? 
 
 

Production Frequency* (Select One) 
How many total performances would you like to present at the festival? 

●​ I’d like to perform at least 4 times during the festival 
●​ I’d like to perform 3 times during the festival 
●​ I’d like to perform only twice during the festival 

 
 

Daily Performance Frequency* (Select One) 
How many times per day could you comfortably perform your show? 

●​ Once in a single day 
●​ Twice in a single day 
●​ Multiple times per day 

 
Support Materials: Attach files as PDF, JPEG, PNG 

5 



 

 A Note on Venue and Stage Selection    

    BorderLight takes place in Cleveland’s Playhouse District, using a mix of 
indoor and outdoor venues such as black boxes and prosceniums as well as 
non-traditional spaces such as classrooms, patios, and pub lounges. Venues 
are multi-use, so existing furniture or stored items may remain. Basic sound 
and lighting are provided, but technical resources are limited.  

 
    Because your technical needs affect venue placement and production fees, 

please be as specific as possible. For site-specific work, include detailed 
logistical and equipment requirements. Most spaces are accessible, but a few 
upper floors are not fully ADA accessible. If your show has unusual logistical 
or spatial needs, let us know so we can assess feasibility. 

 

Things You Should Know  

●​ Artists and companies are expected to provide their own stage manager, cast, 
and crew. 

●​ Storage is not guaranteed in any venue. 
●​ Load-in takes place during your scheduled 2-hour tech. 
●​ Setup and strike must be completed in the 15 minutes between shows —  
    Please respect fellow artists’ time. 

●​ Local artists are expected to provide their own board operator. 
●​ Non-local artists may receive assistance, but this is not guaranteed. 

 
 

Technical Requirements:* (Select all that apply) 

NOTE: Open flames, smoking/e-cigarettes & prop firearms are NOT permitted. 
●​ Access / Plug-in to Sound System 
●​ Access to Power 
●​ Advanced Lighting- desire to program Light cues 
●​ Basic Lighting -6 Areas of Light Provided 
●​ Crossover Space Backstage 
●​ Dance Floor (sprung, marley, other) 
●​ Large Set Pieces and/ or Props 
●​ Microphone(s) 
●​ Monitor / Screen 
●​ Must be indoors 
●​ My show is extremely loud! 
●​ Outdoor Venue (no cover needed) 
●​ Outdoor Venue (covered stage needed) 
●​ Require ADA Venue & Stage 
●​ Require an INDOOR Venue 
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Attach Technical Rider  (Attach file) 

 
Does your show contain any of the following special items?* (Select all that apply) 

●​ Glass objects 
●​ Liquids 
●​ Weapons 
●​ No, my show does not contain special items. 

 
Are you bringing any of the following?* (Select all that apply) 

●​ Acrobatic Equipment 
●​ Large Props / Set 
●​ Large Costumes 
●​ Lighting Equipment 
●​ Playback Device 
●​ Sound Equipment  
●​ Video - projector and/or screen 
●​ No, I am not bringing any of the listed items.  

 
I understand Fringe festival venues are shared by multiple productions. I understand each 
show must be able to clear and reset within 15 minutes. (Select One) 

●​ I understand and agree to clear and set my show within 15 minutes. 
●​ I am concerned about the amount of time with the amount of props/set that we require. 

 
Would you like to offer any Masked Performances?* (Select One) 

●​ Yes, at least one masked performance. 
●​ Yes, all performances.  
●​ No, thank you. 

 
Bio(s) of Primary Artist / Producing Company* (Attach file) 
 
Please include at least one past production photo or an artistic image that represents the 
new work*. (Attach file) 
 
Script OR Excerpt*: (Attach file)  
All proposals must include either a full script, an excerpt or an outline of the show if non-verbal. 
Performances with a complete script will be considered for American Sign Language 
interpretation for one (1) performance. 
 
Video Link: Please provide a valid URL (YouTube, Vimeo, etc.) for your work. Ensure your link is 
publicly accessible and test it before submission to confirm it works correctly. 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

http://performances.no
http://performances.no


 
Housing and Financial Assistance 
BorderLight offers limited housing and financial support to artists for whom participation would 
otherwise be difficult or impossible. We rely on the honesty of applicants in requesting these 
resources. Requesting assistance will not affect your likelihood of being selected. Please 
consider the needs of other artists when responding. 

 
While we cannot guarantee free housing, limited travel or housing assistance for out of 
town artists may be available. Please indicate your needs*: (Select One) 

●​ I do not require housing. 
●​ I require housing to participate. 
●​ Housing would be helpful, but not required 

 

If discounted or BorderLight-subsidized housing becomes available, how many members 
of your company would need accommodations? (Select a number from the dropdown list) 

 
Please indicate all support you will need to participate in the Festival: (Select all that apply) 
Note: BorderLight cannot guarantee any of the following, but we will do our best to 
accommodate artist needs. 

●​ Production Fee Waived 
●​ Travel Stipend 

 
Are you awaiting crucial funding for participation? (YES or NO) 
If yes, include a brief statement outlining your financial need and expected decision date. 
 
Production History, if applicable (Text Box) 

If this show has been produced elsewhere, list production history: dates of Production, 
Name of Venue, Producing Theatre, City, State. 
 

Please list any awards, nominations, or special recognition your project has received.  
(Text Box) 
 
 
 
Now that you’ve completed the Fringe Application Worksheet you can move this 
information into the online application. 
 
 
 
 
 

Submission Deadline: January 16, 2026 
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